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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a soccer skill building game and apparatus (10) therefore. The apparatus includes a playing divider (16). 
strips (1 1, 20) for delineating discrete playing regions (12, 14) on either side of the divider. The object of the game is for teams of players 
one on each side of the divider to keep one ball in play with the feet, the ball being allowed no more than a predetermined maximum 
number of ground contacts before passing the ball across the divider. Scores are obtained by a failure to return the ball by the opponent. 



FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY 



Codes used to identify Stales party lo the PCX on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international applications under the PCX. 



AL 


Albania 


KS 


Spain 


LS 


Lesotho 


SI 


AM 


Atmenia 


Fl 


Finland 


LT 


Lithuania 


SK 


AT 


Austria 


FR 


France 


LU 


Luxembourg 


SN 


AU 


Australia 


GA 


Gabon 


LV 


Latvia 


sz 


AZ 


Azerbaijan 


GB 


United Kingdom 


MC 


Monaco 


TD 


BA 


Bosnia and Herzegovina 


GE 


Georgia 


MD 


Republic of Moldova 


TG 


BB 


Barbados 


Gil 


Ghana 


MG 


Madagascar 


TJ 


BE 


Belgium 


GN 


Guinea 


MK 


The former Yugoslav 


TM 


BF 


Burkina Faso 


GR 


Greece 




Republic of Macedonia 


TR 


BG 


Bulgaria 


HU 


Hungary 


ML 


Mali 


TT 


BJ 


Benin 


IE 


Ireland 


MN 


Mongolia 


UA 


BR 


Brazil 


IL 


Israel 


MR 


Mauritania 


UG 


BY 


Belarus 


IS 


Iceland 


MW 


Malawi 


US 


CA 


Canada 


IT 


Italy 


MX 


Mexico 


UZ 


CF 


Central African Republic 


JP 


Japan 


NE 


Niger 


VN 


CG 


Coitgo 


KE 


Kenya 


NL 


Netherlands 


YU 


CH 


Switzerland 


KG 


Kyrgyzstan 


NO 


Norway 


zw 


CI 


COle d'lvotrc 


KP 


Democratic People's 


NZ 


New Zealand 




CM 


Cameroon 




Republic of Korea 


PL 


Poland 




CN 


China 


KR 


Republic of Koiea 


PT 


Portugal 




CU 


Cuba 


KZ 


Kazaksian 


RO 


Romania 




CZ 


Czech Republic 


LC 


Saint Lucia 


RU 


Russian Federation 




DE 


Germany 


U 


Liechtenstein 


SD 


Sudan 




DK 


Denmark 


LK 


Sri Lanka 


SB 


Sweden 




EE 


Estonia 


LR 


Liberia 


SG 


Singapore 





Sloveikia 

Slovakia 

Senegal 

Swaziland 

Chad 

Togo 

Tajikistan 

Tankmen istan 

Turkey 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Ukraine 

Uganda 

United Slates of America 

Uzbekistan 

Viet Nam 

Yugoslavia 

Zimbabwe 



wo 97/49463 



PCT/AU97/00391 



r 

1 

SOCCER SKILL BUILDER 

The present invention relates to a skill builder for the game of soccer and also 
to an apparatus for use In skill building, particularly with the emphasis on 
junior development. 

5 The game of soccer is increasingly popular throughout the world and Is 

played widely by young people inside and outside of schools. The success of 
national soccer teams in International competitions in recent years is often a 
source of national pride. Further, the game of soccer is also played as a 
commercial venture, and many professional players, teams and other 
1 0 members of professional organisations regard soccer as their livelihood. 

Professional players might expect to reap substantial financial rewards 
resulting from the exercise of their skills and abilities in professional leagues 
either in Australia or in the more lucrative overseas leagues, for example 
those in Europe. It is therefore clear that soccer can be regarded not only as a 

1 5 game or pastime but also as a field of economic endeavour. 

As the rewards accumulating to any player are a reflection of the skill and 
ability of that player it follows that an increase in the skills of the player would 
lead to increased commercial competitiveness of the player and increased 
financial rewards. 

2 0 Improved skills are also desired by those playing a game merely as a 

recreational pursuit, and a greater ability to play a game usually leads to a 
greater enjoyment of the game. 

Thus amongst those skills required by any soccer player of note is included 
the ability to receive a ball passed from another player on the same team, to 

2 5 intercept a bail passed by a player of the opposing team or to control the ball 

in play and to dispatch it to its subsequent location very quickly and 
accurately. 

As with many skills, practise makes perfect, or at least produces an 
improvement In performance. To this end, soccer players would frequently 

3 0 practise the passing and receiving of bails, and "ball skills" in general. 
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In the normal course of a game, or during training, such practise will happen 
and a subsequent increase in skill of the player could be expected. It is also 
possible for a player to concentrate more narrowly on these skills by paying 
particular attention to them during training. However, to a player used to a 
competitive environment the relatively monotonous nature of narrowly 
directive training can be perceived as dull and uninteresting and it is all too 
easy for such training to be abandoned. Moreover, in a controlled training 
environment it is difficult to simulate the speed and variability of a genuine 
match. Thus, while practise and training are possible they are not always an 
attractive option to a player and may not be effective in reproducing the type of 
play which can occur. 



It is to this situation that the present invention is directed. It is an object of the 
present invention to provide a skill building game offering the opportunity to 
practise and train certain skills related to the game of soccer in a competitive 
1 5 and enjoyable environment. 

Therefore, according to one form of the invention, although this need not be 
the broadest nor indeed the only form of the invention, there is provided a 
soccer skill building game to be played by a plurality of players or teams of 
players, the game comprising; 



a playing area having delineated thereon a divider marking playing 
or halves areas for opposing players, or teams, each player or team being 
restricted to a respective playing half; 

each playing half having a respective service area and a respective 
general play area, whereby in play a soccer ball is served from the service 
area to the playing area of the opposing player or team, the players being 
required to maintain the ball in play by successive passes across the divider, 
with no more than a predetermined minimum number of ball to the ground 
contacts being allowed. 

By playing in such a manner, players can fortuitously obtain score when the 
3 0 ball of the opposing team fails to reach the playing area or has too many 
ground contacts, or if the opposing player fails to return the ball. 

The game can also be played with a number of features incorporated into 
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traditional soccer games. Thus it will be possible for the game to include 
appropriate actions for such infringements as "handball" that is contact 
between a player's hand and the bail. Typically these actions would be in the 
form of traditional yellow and red cards indicating respectively "caution" and 
5 "sending off". As with the existing soccer game the player would only be sent 
off for particularly heinous infringements such as, ungentlemanly conduct, and 
questioning of umpires' decisions to the extent of arguing with the umpire 

As a first further aspect of the skill building game, it would be preferable that 
the team or players on one side of the divider would be allowed up to a 
1 0 predetermined maximum number of passes between the players before the 
ball must be passed across the divider to the opposing team. Thus, the 
players are encouraged to develop the skill of passing the ball between 
themselves. 

By introducing a restricting number of allowed ground contacts and the 

1 5 maximum number of passage between players on the same side, the game is 

adapted to variable skill levels and encourages the building of skills relating to 
controlling the ball. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention there is provided a game 
playing apparatus, the apparatus comprising 

2 0 - a plurality of strip materials arrangeable into a playing area having 

discrete regions, each region being delineated by one or more strips; 

means for removably attaching the strips to a playing surface, and a 
playing divider having means for supporting the divider in an upright position. 

Preferably, the divider is supported by a pair of aligned posts. In one form of 

2 5 the invention the posts having a spike arrangement for securing them into the 

ground. 

Advantageously, the divider can be used to carry advertisements or company 
sponsorship. 

The present invention will now be described, by way of example only, with 

3 0 reference to the accompanying illustrations in which: 



0 
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FIG 1 illustrates an apparatus set up for use in playing the game of the 
present invention; 

FIG 2 illustrates detail of the divider of the apparatus of FIG 1 ; 

FIG 3 illustrates detail of the fixing mechanism for the apparatus of FIG 1 ; 
5 and 

FIG 4 illustrates an alternative fixing mechanism. 

Shown in the drawings is an apparatus 1 0 comprising a plurality of outer 
strips 1 1 arranged into a playing area, the playing area having a number of 
discrete regions, each region being delineated by a strip or strips. In 

1 0 particular, the playing area is divided into two general regions 1 2 and 1 4 by a 

divider 1 6 in the form of a net divided by upright opposing posts 1 8. The two 
playing areas 12 and 14 each comprising a general play area designated 12A 
and 14A respectively and a service area designated 12B and 14B 
respectively. 

15 As can be seen the surface areas 1 2B, 1 48 are located at the rear of each of 
the general playing areas and are considerably smaller in size than the 
general play areas 12A and 14A. There is also a central divider 20 extending 
the full length of the playing surface, and extending generally transversely to 
the divider 1 6. The regions of the playing area are generally delineated by 

2 0 strips 1 1 formed, typically of a canvas material impregnated with a hard 

wearing plastics, for example polyester or polypropylene. Alternatively, the 
material may be entirely woven or entirely plastics material. 

The strips 1 1 and 20 are secured into the ground at a number of strategic 
positions by means of eyelets 22 formed in the strips 1 1 , grommets 24 being 

2 5 used to secure the eyelets and pegs 26 passing through the grommets 24. 

eyelets 22 and into the playing ground. A typical securing arrangement is 
illustrated in expanded form in FIG 3. At their upper ends the pegs 26 
terminate in a disc shaped head 27 which secures the strip 1 1 on the ground. 
The head 27 having a hinged handle 29 fitted into a recess formed in the 

3 0 head 27. The handle 29 may be raised to remove the peg 26 and during play 

the handle 29 rests flush with the upper surface of the head 27. 



• 
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The divider 16 is shown in greater detail in FIG 2. In this case the supporting 
posts 18 each comprise a spike 28 adapted for insertion into the ground, and 
a flange 30 located at one end of the spike 28. Extending upwardly from the 
flange 30 is a stud member 32. The posts 18 comprise a hollow cylindrical 
5 member having one open end, the open end being insertable over the stud 
member 32 to thereby create post. The net 16 is attached to the post 18. and 
the structure Is maintained by tensioning ropes 34 extending from a clip 36 
adjacent an upper end of each post 18. 

FIG 4 illustrates an alternative fixing means in the form of a peg 40 including a 
1 0 disc shaped head 42, lifting handle 44 and attached spike 46. 

In use the rules of the game are generally that a team of players should be 
located on each side of the net 16, the server for each team must serve with 
the knee and from the service area 12A or 14B. The service commences from 
the right hand side of each court and is made diagonally to the opponent. A 

1 5 change of serve is indicated when the serve hits the net, goes out of bounds 

on the full or does not go diagonally across court to opponent. 

In general play no hands should be used for touching the ball, and as a typical 
example, only one bounce of the ball on the ground is allowed per team. 

When the ball is in play on one side of the court three touches of the ball for 

2 0 each team can be allowed, after which the ball must be kicked to the opposing 

side. Once a ball has been served to commence play the service areas 12A 
and 14A are considered out of bounds. 

Points may be scored only when serving, and one point per serve is awarded. 
The game is won by the first team to score fifteen points with a clear 

2 5 advantage of two points. Further, there should be points between the teams to 

win the game. 

It is preferable if the game is adjudicated by an umpire or referee, and the 
umpire has the provision of issuing red and yellow cards, a yellow card 
indicating caution and a red card indicating a sending off court of a player for 

3 0 a minimum of two points. A yellow card can be awarded when a player makes 

hand contact with the ball and a second hand ball leads to a sending off 
offence. 
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Further yellow cards can also be awarded for offences such as questioning 
decisions of the umpire, ungentlemanly conduct on court and deliberately 
kicking away the ball. 

Obviously these rules are subject to variation, and in particular taking into 
5 account skill level of those playing the game the number of bounces allowed 
per serve, and the number passes between members of the team before the 
ball is required to cross the net may be varied. 

Typically the dimensions of the playing area would be a total length of 8.5 
metres including the service area, a width of 6.5 metres and a net height of 
1 0 975 mm from the top of the net to the ground, with 360 mm clearance from the 
bottom of the net to the ground. The service area would be approximately 500 
mms X 6.5 metres. Again, obviously variations in court dimensions could be 
made to suit the skill level of the various players taking part. 

It is convenient that the invention is provided in the form of a kit comprising the 

1 5 various components of the apparatus, and it is relatively straightforward matter 

to assembly, simply being a case of laying out the playing area according to 
the pattern shown in FIG 1 , securing the strips forming a playing area using 
the spikes 26 inserting them through appropriate eyelets 22 and then 
assembling the net and post arrangement as shown in FIG 2. Thus, for a 

2 0 relatively small outlay an entertaining game can be provided which also 

requires the participants to accumulate skills which would later be useful on a 
soccer field. 

Modifications and variations of the present invention such as would be 
applied to a skilled addressee are deemed to be within the scope of the 
2 5 invention. For example, the posts used for supporting the play divider can be 
made adjustable. This will enable the net to be raised and lowered allowing 
variation in play or to accommodate different skill levels. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A soccer skill building game to be played by a plurality of players or 
teams of players, the game being characterised by: 

a playing area having delineated thereon a divider defining respective 
5 playing halves for opposing teams of players, each team being restricted to a 
respective playing half; 

each playing half having a respective service area and a respective 
general play area, whereby in play a soccer ball is served by foot from the 
service area to the playing area of the opposing player or team, the players 
1 0 being required to maintain the bail in play with the use of feet only by successive 
passes across the divider with no more than a pre-determined number of ball to 
ground contacts being allowed. 

2. A soccer skill building game according to claim 1 , characterised in that 
a team or player can obtain a score when the ball kicked by the opposing team 

1 5 fails to land in the playing area or, has more than the pre-determined number of 

ground contacts prior to being returned, of if the opposing player fails to return 
the ball. 

3. A soccer skill building game according to claim 1 , wherein each team 
comprises one, two or three players. 

2 0 4. An apparatus for playing a soccer skill building game according to any 

one of claims 1 -3, characterised in that the apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of strip materials arrangeable into a playing area having 
discrete regions, each region being delineated by one or more strips; 

means for removably attaching the strips to a playing surface, and a 
2 5 playing divider having means for supporting the divider in an upright position, 
the playing divider serving to separate the playing area into playing halves. 



5. An apparatus according to claim 4, characterised in that the divider is 

supported by posts located at opposing ends of the divider. 
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6. An apparatus according to claim 4, characterised in that the divider is 
supported by posts located at opposing ends thereof, the posts in turn being 
secured in position in the ground by means of a lowermost spike arrangement. 

7. An apparatus according to claim 4, in which the playing divider is used 
5 as a base for printed material including advertising material. 

8. An apparatus according to claim 6, characterised In that each post is 
further secured in position by tensioning means extending from a position 
adjacent an upper end of each post. 

9. An apparatus according to claim 8 where the length of the playing area 
0 is 8.5 metres, each playing half being 4.25 metres in length, the service region 

occupying one outer 0.5 metre of each playing half. 

1 0. An apparatus according to claim 8 where the width of the playing area 
is 6.5 metres. 



11. An apparatus according to claim 4, characterised in that the means for 
removably attaching the strips to a playing surface comprises a plurality of pegs 
used to attach the strips to the ground, the pegs passing through apertures 
formed in the strips at intervals along the length thereof. 



1 2. An apparatus according to claim 1 1 , characterised in that the pegs 
each consist of a disc shaped head and a depending spike, the disc shaped 
head in use lying flat against the strip material and having on an uppermost 
surface a handle hinged so as to be moveable between an in-operative 
condition in which the hand rests In a recess formed in the disc shaped head 
and an operative condition in which the handle is rotated out of a plane of the 
disc shaped head. 
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